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The present-day ideal of planning the most compact and
closely-fitted building, with the greatest possible number of
permanently located axial lines, and facades in which certain
features, such as masonry columns and piers, often preclude
a rationally flexible fenestration, would disappear. A dif-
ferent type of architecture would result, one from which
certain elements familiar and even dear to the public heart
would be banished. But, the first shock overcome, the
improvement in internal arrangements, and in particular the
economic advantages, would soon become popular; in fact
the disappearance of the stereotyped design for town halls
and offices would be a loss to no one.

In respect of domestic work, it is clear that "under present
conditions the same need for flexibility does not exist. Very
few people are contemplating the shifting of the internal
economy of their houses in accord with new ideas or even
to meet the needs of growing or diminishing families. The
programme being different, the same methods would not

But even in domestic buildings there may be provision
for limited extension ; quite a number of people, under the
present regime of economy, build with future additions In
mind. The architect can provide for these where circum-
stances permit; and the flat-roofed house, with its structure
calculated to take a possible future storey, is especially well
adapted to extension.

It has been necessary to discuss the basic possibilities of
the present-day situation in design and structure generally,
before returning to the question of expression, since this is
so largely controlled by the conception of the plan and its
suitability to purpose.

Granted comparative freedom from structural control,